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LONDON — The British govern-
ment ordered two inquiries yester-
day into the collapse of Britain’s
longest and most expensive spy trial,
which ended with a jury’s not guilty

- verdicts on Monday.

Seven young military men,
accused of passing secrets to the So-
yiets at a British intelligence-
gathering base on Cyprus, beat a to-
talof 31 charges against them. They
claimed they were pressured into
making false confessions.

Armed Forces Minister John
Stanley told the House of Commons
that an independent investigation,
headed by lawyer David Calcutt,
head of the English and Welsh bar
association, would start work next
week and produce a report as soon
as possible. The other inquiry, an-
nounced by Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher, is to be conducted by
the government’s Security Commis-
sion, which oversees the handling of
security investigations.

The case has seriously embar-

rassed a government that had just

celebrated a major counterespio-
nage success through the defection
of KGB London station _chief Oleg
Gordieysky. The collapse of the case

against the “Cyprus Seven” (orig-
Inally eight) appears to retarnish
Britain’s counterintelligence image.
pposition Labor Party
spokesman Denzil Davies, leading a
chorus of parliamentary criticism,
said the men’s confessions were elic-
ited “at best by dubious means, at
worst by barbaric means”
It is uncertain what, if anything,
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Vestern intelligence lost through
the alleged spy ring and whether in
ight o# seven not ggﬂgz ver[ﬁcts,
nere was any passing of secrets “by
he bagful” as the prosecution al-
leged. The Royal Air Force and army
§ignals post where the men worked
in the mountains of Cyprus focused
on picking up radio communications
from ships, planes and ground sta-

tions, mostly in Lebanon, Syria, Is-
rael and North Africa, but also in the

(s [mX ey

WASHINGTON TIMES
30 October 1985

Not guilty verdicts in spy trial
prompt official British inquiries

Black Sea, Iran and Iraq.

Mr. Stanley said last night there
are no other cases pending as a re-
sult of the investigation into “what
appeared at the time to be a serious
breach of security,” nor was anyone
else under investigation. He refused
to comment on what was alleged to
have been stolen. The alleged evi-
dence was presented in court ses-
sions held almost entirely in secret.

But this was not the first espi-

onage case against a British
intelliglence-gath‘erer n Cz%rus —

or the first one that collapsed.

In August 1984, RAF technician
Paul Davies was acquitted of copy-
ing and passing on classified doc-
uments to a Hungarian woman in re-
turn for sexual favors. The woman
flew from Beirut to the trial in Lon-
don without any guarantee of immu-

nity, in order to clear her name.

The men who investigated Mr. Da-
vies and the “Cyprus Seven” were
the same military investigators.

Yesterday, freed RAF telegraphist
Geoffrey Payne said he was very bit-
ter that he had been held in isolation
for days, and questioned without
cease until he told the investigators
what they appeared to want to hear.

Special Branch detectives from
London took over the investigation.
Asked why neither he nor any of the
others reportedly complained to
them about their alleged mis-
treatment, Mr. Payne said: “After
nearly six weeks of interrogation by
those thugs and the way I had been
treated, just left in a cell, I was in no
position to trust anybody”

The men, one of whom has al-
ready been dismissed from the
Army, are entitled to no compensa-
tion, and, said Mr. Stanley, they will
get none.
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reported from Cyprus th.
reek Cypriot intelligence men be-

lieve the prosecutions may be part of

Anglo-American plot to demea
the reputation of Cypriot intellj-
gence services, for the maj

ave been the controlling KGB
major in_the “spy ring” has beep
ddentified as merely a Cypriot po-
liceman.
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The reason for this, according to '

thé report, is to assist the American
case “for trying to set up their own
radar and radio intercept station in
the Turkish-occupied north of Cy-
prus.”
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